
 

MARSHBROOK NEWSLETTER 
School contacts: 

Head Teacher: Mrs. D. Spiers at school or by e-mail : 

headteacher@marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk  

Website: http///www.marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk 

Diary Dates: 
 

November 

Monday 16th November – Odd Socks Day (start of anti-bullying week) 

 

December 

Friday 18th – Last day of term and Christmas party day 

Christmas Holiday - Monday 21 December – Friday 1 January 

 

Please Help to Keep our School Covid Free 
 

I would like to thank you for your contribution to ensuring that we are still a school that has not 

had to send a class home for the 14-day isolation period. 

I would particularly like to thank those parents who have been strict and followed the rules by 

keeping children at home when they have been in contact with a person showing Covid symptoms 

until they have been tested. 

We are working really hard in school to keep bubbles separate (separate playtimes, lunchtimes, 

toilets etc.) and appreciate everybody’s help to avoid bubbles mixing when children arrive and 

depart.  Please arrive within the 10-minute window for your child’s class (8.30-8.40 for Reception, 

Y1 and Y3 and 8.45-8.55 for N, Y2 and Y4).  If you have siblings in bubbles with different windows, 

please drop off the first sibling towards the end of their time window, so that you do not have to 

wait around on the playground for long.  Please follow the one way systems and avoid queuing up for 

nursery until after 8.40, so that parents can drop children in reception class off without having to 

break social distancing measures to get past the queue. 

Thank you to all for socially distancing when in the school grounds.  As the number of cases in 

South Staffordshire is at an all-time high, we would also appreciate it if parents would please wear 

face masks whilst on the school premises.  This is not something we can police, but we hope that 

by working together to put in place as many measures as possible to prevent the spread of the 

virus, we can continue to keep the whole school open and avoid any further disruption to our 

children’s education. 

Thank you once again for your continued support. 

Dawn Spiers 

 

Anti-Bullying Week 2020: United Against Bullying 

 

At Marshbrook, we will not tolerate bullying.  Through our Jigsaw PHSE scheme, we explicitly teach 

children how to recognise bullying and how to deal with it.  This year’s anti-bullying week will take 

place from Monday 16th – Friday 20th November.  We will have a virtual anti-bullying school assembly 

and will be doing some anti-bullying work during PHSE sessions.  We will also be holding Odd Socks 

Day on Monday 16th November, where children and adults wear odd socks to school to 

celebrate what makes us unique. 

 

mailto:headteacher@marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk
http://www.marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk/


After School Clubs 

 

Whilst children have lost access to many of the clubs they attend out of school, due to the current 

lockdown, we are pleased that we can continue to offer the covid friendly clubs that we started 

this year for the older children, because the children stay in their class bubble with staff who are 

already working in school.  I have also managed to arrange a football club for year 2 this half term, 

led by our sports coach, Nathan.  The club details are as follows: 

Year 3 bubble Mondays 3-4pm - Multisport 

Year 2 bubble Tuesdays 3.15-4.15pm – Football 

Year 4 bubble Wednesdays 3.15-4.15pm – Cosmic Yoga 

 
Virtual After School Activities 

 

The Youth Sport Trust are delivering after school club activities on YouTube every day at 5pm 

from this week until 18th December.  They are targeted at children between 8 and 10 years old.  

The different daily themes are below: 

 Adventure Monday – This might involve getting children to do floor, wall climbing and map reading 

all within their living room 

 Tuesday Play – Imaginative play utilising resources in the house to create games and activities to 

get active 

 Wild Wednesday – Some high tempo competitive activities involving personal challenges 

 Thinking Thursday – Introducing cognitive challenges for children through movement. Active 

noughts and crosses and introducing an element of competition – whether that be against 

themselves, the clock, their siblings or remotely with friends 

 Fun Friday – A chance for children to let loose and have some fun. Dancing and doing what makes 

them feel good. 

  

Plans for Christmas 

 

Christmas is going to be a bit different for us all this year, but we’re determined to still have fun 

and do some celebrating at school. 

We will have a Christmas party on Friday 18th, but this will be class based, rather than the usual 

whole school event.  More details will be provided nearer the time. 

Each class will be putting on a short play/performance, which we intend to record and share with 

parents.  Your child’s class teacher will provide more details nearer the time. 

Children in all year groups (apart from Nursery) can send Christmas cards from week beginning 30th 

November.  If they can be sent in on a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday, they can then be 

quarantined for 48hours and we can safely give them out on Friday.   

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION - ADMISSION INTO RECEPTION CLASS SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

If your child's fifth birthday is between 1 September 2021 and 31 August 2022, you will need to 

apply for a school place between 1st November and 15th January. 

Please apply online through the local authority website www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions. 

Offers of a reception place will be sent out on national offer day, 16 April 2021. 

All the information you need about the admissions process is available on the Staffordshire 

website. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/user/YouthSportTrust
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions


Year 2 Phonics Screening Check 

 

Just a reminder that children in Year 2 will be taking the phonics screening check this month. 

The check is designed to give teachers and parents information on how your child is progressing in 

phonics.  It will help to identify whether your child needs additional support at this stage so that 

they do not fall behind in this vital early reading skill. 

The check consists of 40 words.  It is done individually, with the teacher and usually takes about 5–

10 minutes.  The pass mark is 32 out of 40.  We will let you know your child’s score. 

You can download a copy of the 2018 Phonics screening check and 2019 Phonics screening 

check from the gov.uk website, here. 

There are lots of simple things you can do at home to help your child learn to read. 

 Learn how to say the sounds by watching the Oxford Owls video, or use their audio guide. 

 Use flashcards to help your child learn how to blend sounds to read words (watch this Oxford Owls 

video to see how). 

 Read together every day, even for just ten minutes.  

 Watch Ruth Miskin’s top 10 tips video. 

 There are lots of useful videos on YouTube 

 Play interactive games like Phonics Play or Education City Games (your child’s teacher should have 

given your child a login for this). 

  

Safeguarding and Online Safety 

 

A BBC Panorama TV programme broadcast on 2 November 2020 examined the social media app 

TikTok asking if it was safe for the millions of young people who have signed up to use it. 

 

Watch the programme on BBC iPlayer: Is TikTok safe? 

 

See also on NSPCC Learning   Social media and online safety 

 

 

 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/715823/2018_phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/809986/2019_phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/809986/2019_phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/715823/2018_phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf.pdf
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/#howtosaythesounds
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2016/05/05/20/22/32/561/20097_content/index.html?id=ae
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/#howtoblendsounds
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/#howtoblendsounds
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/#top10phonicstips
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8wsIajrsZE
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/19kwj2f1DlXaBdlRsx1ztuLzoe
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/19kwjK7Or5ZZ5R83z2iTktwknN


 


