
 

MARSHBROOK NEWSLETTER 
School contacts: 

Head Teacher: Mrs. D. Spiers at school or by e-mail : 

headteacher@marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk  

Website: http///www.marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

It’s been great to have some of the lockdown restrictions lifted over the last few weeks and I’m 

sure everybody is looking forward to further easing of the restrictions, hopefully, on 17th May.  

There are still some cases of coronavirus in Penkridge and Acton Trussell, but numbers are 

remaining low.  The guidance and measures that we have in place in school remain generally the 

same.  I am expecting some updated guidance next week and will let you know if there are any 

significant changes. 

 

The staff and children have all been working hard to plug any gaps in learning resulting from 

lockdowns.  It is normal practice at Marshbrook for the teaching assistants to provide precision 

teaching to pupils if they have found a particular concept difficult or perhaps need a bit more 

work on something.  Many learning gaps have been addressed in this way.  Several children have 

also benefitted from catch up and tutoring sessions.  We will be running some more tutoring 

sessions this term as well.  There is a real sense of getting back on track. 

Thanks for keeping up with the mask wearing, social distancing and handwashing. The continued 

efforts of the whole school community make a real difference to keeping everybody safe. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Dawn Spiers 

 

Pyjamarama Day! 

Pyjamarama Day is taking place on Friday 14 May 2021 

Pyjamarama is all about getting children excited about reading, and fundraising to make sure 

every child gets their bedtime story.  Children around the country are being asked to enjoy 

reading and sharing stories, all in the comfort of their pyjamas.  Please send your child to school 

in their pyjamas (or other nightwear) on Friday 14th May.  Please also send £1 which will be 

donated to BookTrust. 

Reminder, we have an INSET Day on Friday 2nd July. School is closed to pupils. 

Notice of 2021/22 INSET Day change 

Please note, the spring term INSET day is now 28th January 2022, instead of 28th February 

2022. 
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End of Year Transition 

Year 4 had a virtual meeting with several of the teachers from Middle School last week.  They 

were given some information and were able to ask questions.  We are hopeful that all children 

will be able to have at least 1 transition event this year and are in the process of planning this 

for July. 

Thank you Miss Brothwood! 
The year 4 children are very pleased that Miss Brothwood will be moving up to Middle School 

with them at the end of July.  However, this means that she will be unable to continue with her 

role in before and after school club at Marshbrook. She has been a real asset to the club and will 

be sorely missed.   

 

School Lunch Golden Ticket Prize Day 20th May 

The Universal Infant Free School Meal Scheme is the Government Scheme whereby all infant 

school age children (Rec-Year 2) are eligible for a free school meal whilst they are at school. The 

amount we receive each year from this grant is a significant figure for us, which we then use to 

the educational benefit of all the children at school. The amount we receive each year depends 

upon the number of children that take up a meal on the school census days.  We are therefore 

appealing to all parents of children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 to book their children a 

school dinner on Thursday 20th May.  To encourage the children, we will be holding a Golden 

Ticket Competition that day – one lunch bag or meal tray in each class will have a golden ticket 

stuck on the bottom.  Whoever finds the ticket on the bottom of their bag or tray will win a 

prize! 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Virtual Inter-School Cross Country  

Our annual inter-school Year 3 and 4 cross country event will not be able to take place in the 

usual way this year, however, to ensure the children don’t lose out, we will be holding it virtually 

instead.  The event will take place on the morning of 20th May.  Trials have been held and if your 

child has been selected to take part, you will have received a letter.  We’ll let you know the 

results. 

 

Thrive and Survive Day for Year 4 

This year, instead of the year 4s going on the usual outdoor education residential, we will be 

bringing the adventure to them with ‘Mission Survive and Thrive’.  On Friday 18th June, the Year 

4s will be put to the test with a range of fun and challenging missions.  They will work in teams 

with specialist outdoor learning instructors to undertake both physical and mental tasks to 

develop a range of interpersonal skills! 

 

WCET Summer Celebration Virtual Concert for Y3 and 4 - 7th July 

At Marshbrook, children in years 3 and 4 get the opportunity to learn to play the recorder 

through our Whole Class Ensemble Teaching (WCET) programme, which is taught by a specialist 

music teacher from Staffordshire Music Service (Mrs Parkes). 

To ensure that the children get an opportunity to perform for their parents this year, we will be 

making a video, which will be showcased on the Music Service’s YouTube Channel on Wednesday 

7th July and it can also be watched afterwards by performers, family and friends who can’t 

watch the premier. 

We will send out the link nearer the time. 



Family Support Service by SCTSP in Partnership with Staffordshire County Council 

FREE WORKSHOPS/PROGRAMMES 

                                               

Helping Children to Build Self Esteem and Manage Social Anxiety (for parents) 

Date: Monday 24th May:            1.00pm-2.30pm 

 

To book your place please email your name, date of programme and phone number to 

raminderdhaliwal.fss@sctsp.org.uk or text/phone with your name, date of programme and email 

address to 07741645691. Once you have booked onto you will be sent instructions on how to 

access the Workshop/Programme. 

 

 

 

Family Support Service by SCTSP in Partnership with Staffordshire County Council 

SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE 

FREE ONLINE BEHAVIOUR & WELLBEING WORKSHOPS/PROGRAMMES 

Programmes for Parents 

4- week Programme Understanding and Managing 

Defiant Behaviours and Anger in Children and Young people 

Start Date: Wednesday 9th June: 1.30pm-2.30pm 

 

4 - week Programme: Helping Parents to Build Self Esteem and 

Improve Emotional Wellbeing 

Start Date: Wednesday 7th July: 1.30pm-2.30pm 

 

Workshops for Parents 

Setting Positive Boundaries with Children and Young People 

Date: Monday 21st June: 1.30pm-2.30pm 

 

Understanding and Managing Difficult Emotions in  

Children and Young People 

Date: Monday 19th July: 1.30pm-2.30pm 

 

To book your place please email your name, date of programme and phone number to 

raminderdhaliwal.fss@sctsp.org.uk or  

 text/phone with your name, date of programme and email address to 07741645691 

Once you have booked onto you will be sent instructions on how to access the 

Workshop/Programme.  

 

Home testing for all 

Anyone can now collect free lateral flow tests from a government testing centre. Tests can also 

be collected at a local community testing centre. Full details of all the options and how to book 

can be found at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus 
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Extended School Support Teaching Assistant 

Required September 2021 

Job number: 061 

 

Job Summary: 

Salary: Grade 2, SCP 2 (£9.43 per hour) 

Hours: 7:30am until 9:00am then 3:15pm until 6:00pm, Term Time only  

Contract: Permanent 

Closing date: Friday 18 June 2021 

 

The Role: 

Marshbrook First School requires an enthusiastic, caring person to work as part of a small team 

to provide quality before and after school care and education from 1st September.  

 

The successful applicant will need a full and relevant level 2 or 3 qualification in early years or 

childcare. Willingness to complete child protection training is a must.  

 

The successful applicant will supervise breakfast and in and outdoor play sessions.  You will need 

to liaise with parents and teachers, so a positive attitude and friendly, approachable demeanor is 

a must. Hours are from 7.30am until 9.00am then 3.15pm until 6.00pm.  Mornings only or 

evenings only would be considered.  Please state on the application form whether you wish to 

apply for mornings, evenings, either or both.  

 

Application packs are available on the Penk Valley website www.penkvalley.co.uk 

 

All completed application forms should be sent by email to: office@marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk or 

posted to the school address:  

Marshbrook First School 

Teddesley Road, 

Penkridge, 

Staffordshire 

ST19 5BA 

 

Closing Date Friday 18th June (noon) 

 

Candidates who are shortlisted will be informed by telephone or email.   

 

If you require any further details please don’t hesitate to contact the headteacher, Mrs. D. 

Spiers at school on 01785 712780.  

 

"This Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 

people/vulnerable adults and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment"  

 

We will ensure that all our recruitment and selection practices reflect this commitment. All 

successful candidates will be subject to Disclosure and Barring Service checks along with 

other relevant employment checks. 
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National survey of children, The Big Ask, is launched  

The new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has today 

launched The Big Ask – the largest ever consultation with children and parents.  We will be 

supporting the children to complete the questionnaire in school.   

Parents, carers and those working with children are also invited to complete the adult survey to 

share their views about the future for children and young people today, and what they think is 

holding young people back. 

The results from this survey will help the Children’s Commissioner identify the barriers 

preventing children from reaching their potential, put forward solutions and set ambitious goals 

for the country to achieve. 

 

Safeguarding and Online Safety  

Review what your kids want to watch or play (before they watch or play it) through 

www.commonsensemedia.org 
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