
 

MARSHBROOK NEWSLETTER 
School contacts: 

Head Teacher: Mrs. D. Spiers at school or by e-mail : 

headteacher@marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk  

Website: http///www.marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk 

Diary Dates: 
 
May 
Tuesday 17th – Y3 trip to Twycross Zoo (more info to follow) 
Wednesday 18th – Y4 WWII trip (more info to follow) 
Wednesday 25th – Class photos 
Friday 27th – Jubilee Celebrations 
 
HALF TERM – Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 
PTA Smartie challenge (more info to follow) 
 
June 
Monday 6th - Phonics screening check week for all Year 1 pupils and any Year 2 retakes 
Monday 6th – 3-week period for Year 4 multiplication/times tables check begins 
Wednesday 8th – Father’s Day shop 
Friday 17th – Outdoor Education day for Year 4  
Wednesday 22nd – Y2 trip to Izaak Walton’s Cottage (more info to follow) 
Friday 24th – Cross Country Finals (more info to follow) 
Wednesday 29th – Sports Day am 
Thursday 30th – Nursery sports day 10.00am 
 
July 
Wednesday 6th – Transition day (more info to follow) 
Thursday 7th – Year 2, 3 and 4 music concert for parents. 2.15pm 
Sunday 10th – Penkridge Round Table Fun Run 
Tuesday 12th – GB athlete visit am 
Tuesday 12th – PTA sponsored fun run (more info to follow) 
Friday 15th – Live music concert for pupils 
Monday 18th – Nursery disco 3.30pm – 4.30pm (more info to follow) 
Monday 18th – Leavers’ disco (Reception to Y4) 5.00pm – 6.30pm (more info to follow) 
Tuesday 19th – Leavers’ Assembly 2.15pm (Y4 parents welcome) 
Wednesday 20th – Last day of term. Break up at normal time. 
 

Year 2 SATS 
 

Year 2 SATs will be starting next week, so please ensure children get plenty of sleep and 
are in school every day.  Thank you for your support. 
 

mailto:headteacher@marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk
http://www.marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk/


Jubilee Celebrations 
 

On Friday 27th May we will be celebrating the Queen’s platinum jubilee.  We are asking 
everybody to come to school dressed in red white and blue.  There will be lots of fun 
activities going on for the children and we will be having a party lunch outside (weather 
permitting).  The PTA have kindly agreed to fund the party lunch for years 3 and 4 and 
children who normally stay for lunch in nursery, so there will be no need to bring lunch 
or pay for a hot dinner on that day. 
The children will also have the opportunity to do some maypole dancing.  Mrs Leach 
will set the maypole up on the playground after school (weather depending) for any 
parents who would like to have a go! 
 

Walk to School Week 

The 16th May is Walk to School Week and we are encouraging children and parents to 
try to walk to school as much as possible. Walking, instead of driving, where you can, is 
not only healthier but also helps to cut down on harmful air pollution. 

66% of all journeys are less than 5 miles, yet just 10 minutes of walking goes a long way 
towards keeping you healthy. It gets your blood pumping, reduces stress levels and 
your risk of heart disease.  

Air quality is a localised issue and is usually at its worst along or near to major roads, 
especially those that suffer from congestion. If you live further away, why not reduce 
some of the school run stress, park somewhere less congested and walk part of the 
way?  So, let’s get walking and get to school refreshed and ready for the day? 

 
School Lunch Golden Ticket Prize Day Thursday 19th May 

 
The Universal Infant Free School Meal Scheme is the Government Scheme whereby all 
infant school age children (Rec-Year 2) are eligible for a free school meal whilst they are 
at school. The amount we receive each year from this grant is a significant figure for us, 
which we then use to the educational benefit of all the children at school. The amount 
we receive each year depends upon the number of children that take up a meal on the 
school census days.  We are therefore appealing to all parents of children in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 to book their children a school dinner on Thursday 19th 
May.  To encourage the children, we will be holding a Golden Ticket Competition – one 
meal tray in each class will have a golden ticket stuck on the bottom.  Whoever finds 
the ticket on the bottom of their bag or tray will win a prize! 
 



Father’s Day Gifts £3.00 
 

Children love to choose a gift for their dads, but finding the time to take them shopping 
can be difficult. Don’t worry, the PTA have come up with a solution! A selection 
Father’s Day gifts will be on sale in school on Wednesday 8th June. If your child would 
like to purchase a gift for Father’s Day, please send £3.00 in a labelled envelope (see 
PTA letter). The gift they choose will be wrapped and sent home with them the 
following week, in preparation for Father’s Day. 
 

PHSE - Sex and Relationships Education 
 
At Marshbrook, we use a comprehensive, progressive PHSE scheme called Jigsaw. This 
half term the topic is 
Relationships, as part of their work on this, during assembly we will be discussing the 
NSPCC’s Underwear Rule. This is designed to teach pupils how to stay safe from sexual 
abuse, without giving explicit information or telling scary stories or even using the term 
“sexual abuse.” In the assembly, children will learn about the ‘PANTS’ acrostic, which 
stands for:  

• Privates are private  

• Always remember your body belongs to you  

• No means no  

• Talk about secrets that upset you  

• Speak up, someone can help  
The assembly will be delivered in a way that’s fully age-appropriate.  If you would like 
more information a short film and a parent guide can be found at 
nspcc.org.uk/underwear rule. 
 
During the second half of the term.  The topic is ‘Changing Me’. The children learn 
about changes in their life as well as changes in their bodies as they grow older. As part 
of this we do discuss the differences between boys’ and girls’ bodies and use the 
scientific/medical terms for these body parts. If you have any concerns about this or 
would like to see the lesson plans, please ask Mrs Spiers or your child’s teacher. 
 

Vacancies 
 

If you are interested in working for our trust, there are a number of vacancies 
becoming available for September.  Currently: 
Clerical Assistant at Princefield 
Receptionist/clerical assistant at Wolgarston 
Nursery nurse/playworker (maternity cover) at Marshbrook 
Adverts can be found, or will shortly be available on https://www.penkvalley.co.uk/ 
 

https://www.penkvalley.co.uk/


Homework Expectations 
 

• All year groups are expected to read to an adult for a minimum of 3 times a week 
(preferably every night) 

• Children are given spellings in KS1 and 2.  They all have a booklet to work through and 
can be tested when they are ready. 

• All year groups have mental a maths/number facts activity (Triple M, Number sense 
and/or Sumdog or TT Rockstars) 

• Other homework may be set periodically to consolidate and reinforce the learning 
done in school through practise at home.  This may be an optional project or piece of 
research or suggestions for activities provided on the half termly curriculum 
newsletters. 

 

School Attendance Really Matters 
 
90% attendance is not good enough.  90% attendance a year means they are missing 
the equivalent of: 

• ½ day of school missed every week 
• 4 weeks of school missed a year or 
• 1 whole year over the child’s school life 

Please do not let your child waste their potential.  If your child is not in school, then we 

cannot teach them! 
 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Checks 
 

The Year 1 phonics screening checks will take place in the week commencing Monday 
6th June this year. The phonics screening check measures how many of 40 words and 
non-words pupils can decode successfully and helps to identify who may need further 
support. It would be great if you could provide your child with some extra opportunities 
to practise their phonics skills at home. You can have a go at some past tests using this 
link https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonicsscreening-check-2019-
materials. 
The pass score is usually 32 out of 40. 
There are lots of DfE funded phonic lessons available at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-
niWw/featured?disable_polymer=1  
Alphablocks videos are also really good. It’s phase/level 5 that children will need most 
support with. 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=alphablocks+level+5&sp=eAE%253D  
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/5  also has great games for practising 
blending. 
Please speak to Mrs Green if you need any further support. 
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Year 4 Multiplication Check 
 

All children are expected to be able to recall all times tables up to 12 X 12 by the end of 
Year 4. All Year 4 children in the country now have to take a formal onscreen check, 
where they will have to answer multiplication questions against the clock. The check 
will be taken during the month of June. 
The test will last no longer than 5 minutes and children will have 6 seconds to answer 
each question in a series of 25. Each question will be worth one mark and be presented 
to the child in this format: 
n1 x n2 = ____ 
There will be a particular focus on the 6, 7, 8, 9- and 12-times tables. 
Parents can really help their child develop speed and confidence by regularly practising 
the tables at home. Some of the techniques you can use include: 
Practising times tables by rote e.g. on car journeys. 
Asking your child multiplication questions out of order – such as ‘What’s 11x12? What’s 
5x6?’ 
Build speed by using online games like 
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check and 
TT Rockstars (your child should know their login). If you have any further questions 
about the check, please speak to Mrs Caddick or Mrs Spiers. 
 

Safeguarding and Online Safety – Wellbeing Apps 

• Headspace for Kids is an app to teach children the basics of mindfulness in a fun 
way. It’s aimed at 3-12-year olds, with different content for the different age 
groups. Free for Headspace subscribers, limited access for non-subscribers. 

• JoyPoP is an app designed to help users find their inner resilience to deal with 
the highs and lows in their day to day lives. By rating mood for the day, users are 
directed to complete different activities to help switch to positive emotions. App 
costs £6.99. 

  

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check
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